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A Sea Sponge

Scientists in California recently explored a large inactive, 

underwater volcano. They were looking for ways to protect this special 

sea mountain that is home to many animals. Bright yellow sea sponges and 

10-foot-tall pink coral live there. It is located deep below the surface of the 

Pacific Ocean off the coast of California. Its name is Davidson Seamount. 

The rocks there make good homes for deep-sea animals.

Scientists used a remote-control vehicle to help them explore the volcano. It 

took photos and collected bits of rock and coral. Scientists say that we must 

find ways to protect this place or we will lose these sea creatures forever.
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explore 
	
	
	


	
	

					
					ex
						·
					plore
						
				

Definition
verb

1. to travel in order to discover or search for something.

We explored the forest in hope of finding rare kinds of animals.

2. to try to understand something by looking at it in detail.

Let's explore this idea.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to travel across or through for the purpose of discovery or investigation.

The scientists explored the forest in hope of sighting certain rare birds.

2. to examine carefully and systematically.

In this lecture, we will explore the factors that brought about World War I.

Let us explore this radical idea that changed Western thought.

3. in medicine, to investigate, esp. by surgery, in order to diagnose.

The surgeon will explore the liver for signs of a tumor.

intransitive verb

1. to investigate or examine something carefully.

Spanish cognate

explorar: The Spanish word explorar means explore.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Spain and Portugal led the way in exploring and discovering new land across the Atlantic.

2. Scientists used a remote-control vehicle to help them explore the volcano. It took photos and collected bits of 
rock and coral.

3. Christopher Columbus was one of the greatest navigators of his day. His ability to explore the unknown and 
stick to his vision  changed Europe's view of the world.

4. Eliza loved going to the state park. She would try to explore new trails, or look for little frogs and lizards. She 
would collect stones she found pretty and add them to her collection back home.
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Definition
verb

1. to find the position or place of.

Have you located the school?

2. to put or set in a certain place.

He located his business in the city.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to find the position or place of.

Can you locate the town on the map?

2. to set in a certain place; situate.

They decided to locate their business in the city.

3. to give a position or association to.

I would locate her among the later Impressionists.

intransitive verb

1. to establish a residence or a place of business.

Their family located in Sweden after the war.

They decided it would be more profitable to locate just outside the city.

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. The dogs can locate the insects in just a few minutes.

2. Finally, you locate the area where the letter and the number meet. Nearby, you should find the place you're 
looking for!

3. The djembe gets its name from the tree used to make it. To make a drum, first a musician has to locate a djem 
tree.

4. Sniffing also helped our early ancestors locate foods that were safe to eat.

5. In Florida, National Park Service officials are training a beagle puppy, nicknamed "Python Pete," to locate 15-
foot pythons.

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
Definitions and sample sentences within definitions are provided by Wordsmyth. © 2015 Wordsmyth. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks Vocabulary - protect

protect 
	
	
	


	
	

					
					pro
						·
					tect
						
				

Definition
verb

1. to defend or keep safe from danger or harm.

A fence protects us from our neighbor's dog.

The new law protects workers against certain dangers in factories.

Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to ensure the safety of; shield from danger or harm.

A mother bear may attack to protect her young.

The levee was built to protect the city from flooding.

Wax will protect the car's finish.

intransitive verb

1. to provide or be capable of providing a shield against danger or harm.

Spanish cognate

proteger: The Spanish word proteger means protect.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. The skin plays many important roles. It acts as a barrier and helps protect the body from 
disease.

2. The dam protects the farms from floods and salt water that might travel down the river from 
San Francisco Bay.

3. It was very important that all of the animals in the jungle knew what the others' preferred foods 
were, so that they could protect themselves.

4. Efforts are being made to help protect horseshoe crabs. Scientists warn it will take 20 to 30 
years to see if the horseshoe crab population has increased.

5. Hard shells protect turtles. A predator cannot bite the hard shell. Some turtles can pull their 
legs inside their shells. They can pull in their heads and tails too.
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6. A clownfish has scales on its body. This fish sleeps in the branches of a poisonous plant. The 
plant helps protect the fish at night. The clownfish eats small plants.

7. Some ants are soldiers. Their job is to protect the nest. They stand near the nest's entrance 
and guard it. They fight off enemy insects that try to enter the nest.

8. Klimley says that at least seven kinds of sharks are endangered. The number of those sharks 
has dropped in the past ten years. Klimley hopes that people will help protect sharks.

9. In 1960, the land was made a protected area for animals and plants. But now [2001], 
President George W. Bush wants to allow companies to begin drilling for oil in the ANWR.

10. Pain is pretty unpleasant when it happens, but think about it this way: pain protects us. When 
we sense pain, we know that we should stop whatever it is we're doing, because it hurts.
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A Deep-Sea Wonderland - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. How does the author describe the volcano in the passage?

2. How does the author describe the living things around Davidson Seamount? 

3. Why are the scientists exploring the volcano?

4. What is the primary purpose of this passage?
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5. The question below is an incomplete sentence. Choose the word that best completes 

the sentence.

Some volcanoes are above the ground, _______ Davidson Seamount is underwater.

A. but

B. because

C. so

6. Complete the following sentence: In order to explore the forest, I need to 

_____________________________.
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